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INTHENAME OF ALLAH, MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL

KITAB AL-IMAN®™
BOOK 1
THE BOOK OF FAITH
Chapter 1
DEMONSTRATING FAITH, ISLAM AND CHARITY THE NE-
CESSITY OF PROVING THE APPARAISAL OF ALLAH TO
WHOM BE ASCRIBED ALL PERFECTION AND MAJESTY
[8] Itis narrated on the authority of Yahya® b. Ya'mur that the first

:man who discussed AJ-Qadar® (Divine decree) in Basra was Ma’bad Al-
Juhani. I along with Humaid b. *Abdur-Rahman Himayri set out for pilgrim-

(1) Faith (Iman) has two aspects - cogitive and volitional. I s at once an affirmation of
! “sheart to ffirmed.

en the voli-

i we 3
‘when the cognitive aspect is stressed, we have belicf. The word Iman signifies originally
conviction of the heart, while Islam signifies originally submission and hence primarily

action.
@) Hisname was

i th,
Tabi'i, and of the Qur'an Hadith, Islamic law, Ara-

authority of eminent Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) like «Uthman b.
‘Affan, Ali b. Abi Talib, Ammar b. Yasir, Abu Tharr Ghifari, Abu Huraira, Abu Musa
Ash'ari, Abu Sa'id Khudri, Ibn Abbas and Aisha Siddiqah: His greatest achievement

iacri Qur’; i

rectrecitation quite easy. He died in 119 or 120h...
(3) Qadarand Tagdir Raghib,

ifests Taqir in two ways: y
Jar measure and in a particular manner as His infinite wisdom requires. Taqdir is, there-
fore, the law or measure which is working throughout the whole of creation. For exam-
pl, the Qur'an states: «Glorify thou the name of thine Lord, the Most High, Who cre-
ated, then proportioned, and Who made things according to a measure, then guided
them to a goals (ixxxvi. 1-3).
“That the very frst hadith of Sahih Muslim begins with Tagdir, is a matter of great signifi-
cance. It gives a clear concept of tor. What ith impli

that this whole creation is not the incomplete handywork of a whimsical Lord who was
interested only in creating and not directing it to its proper end.

The basic concept which the word Taqdir furnishes and which is substantiated by the
Qur'an and the Sunnah is that this universe and everything contained therein is the out-
come ofa Planning Willof the Creator Who has created and fashioned it with His infinite
wisdom and with i ing allthat is going on in this
universe, i What isthatd i
of th d He creates and directs it with a rational will. His

llah man-
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age or for "Umrah " we said: Should we come into contact with one among
the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (SAW) and we ask him about
what is talked about Qadar (Divine Decree). Accidentally we came across
*Abdullah b. "Umar b. al-Khattab, while he was entering the mosque. I and
my companion surrounded him. One of us (stood) on his right side and the
other one stood on his left side. I expected that my companion would autho-
rize metospeak. so I, said: Abii’Abdur-Rahman! there have appeared some
people in our land who recite the Holy Qur'an and pursue knowledge. And
then after talking about their affairs added: They (such people) claim that
there is no such thing as Divine Decree and events are not predestined. He
(‘Abdullah b."Umar) said: When you meet such people tell them that I have
nothingto do with them and they have nothing to do with me. And verily they
are me.'Abdullah b. "Umar swore by Him (the Lord) (and said): If any one
of them (who does not believe in the Divine Decree) had with him gold equal
tothe bulk of (the mountain) Uhud and then he should spend it (in the way of
Allah). Allah would not accept it unless he affirms his faith in Divine Decree,
and further said: My father "Umar b. Khattab told me: One day we were sit-
tingin the company of the Messenger of Allah (SAW) when there appeared
before us a man dressed in extremely white clothes, his hair extraordinary
black. There were nosigns of (fatigue) of journey on him. No one amongst us
recognised him. He sat along with the Apostle (SAW). He leaned his knees
before his knees and placed his palms on his thighs and said: Muhammad, i
form me about Al-Islam The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: Al-Islam im-
plies that you testify that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad s the
Messenger of Allah, that you pray, pay Zakat. fat Ramadan, and perform
pilgrimage to the (House). If you are solvent enough (to bear the expense of)
journey. He (the inquirer) said: You have told the truth. He ('Umar b.Al-
Khattab) said: It amazed us that he would put the question and then he would
himself verify the truth. He (the inquirer) said: Inform me about Iman (the
faith). He (the Holy Prophet) replied: That you affirm your faith in Allah, in
His Angels in His Books, in His Apostles, in the Day of Judgment, and you
affirm your faith in the Divine Decree in good and evil ®). He (the inquirer)
said: You have told the truth. He (the inquirer) again said: Inform me about
(kindness) performance of good deed. He (the Holy Prophet) said: That you
worship Allah as if you are sccing Him, for though you don't see Him, He,

‘omnipotence is not arbitraty, but is one with the all-wise will, nor is His necessity blind
but rational. and likewise identical with the all-wise wil.
*Unrah is the minor pilgrimage with fewer rites. Literally, a visit, or a visiting; it s tech-

nically a religious vsit Mecca with fa ceremony
of circuiting round the Ka'bah and going to and fro between As-Safa’ and Al-Marwah
with Alihram. Haij differs from 'L asit pi time

of the year and is not complete without halting at ‘Arafat on the day of 'Arafah.

It rejects the Magian concept of Godhood that there are two creators, a creator of good

and a creator of evil. The Holy Prophet declared this concept to be false and taught pure

monotheism that God is one and He is Potent enough o create both good and evil. This
atthe root of the d the M: ligi
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